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Jean-Rene Bory,

192s-2009

The Foundation for the History of the Swiss Abroad has lost its
"founding father" and former president. Jean-Rene Bory died peacefully
on 28 June 2008 at his home in Coppet (Vaud, Switzerland) after a series
of years in which recurrent health problems forced him to substantially
reduce his workload.
Initially, Jean-Rene Bory identified himself with the history of the
many Swiss soldiers and officers who, throughout the centuries, have
served abroad under foreign kings. He was able to make this important
chapter of Swiss history come alive in a most original way. First of all,
he put it into the larger European context. At the same time, he did not
confine that phenomenon to military history alone, but was able to show
its political, cultural and societal dimensions. Then, he went beyond this
confinement and started to take a look at the Swiss abroad in general, at
those who upon leaving their home-country have gone into a multitude
of other trades and who have left their mark on their new environment:
explorers, architects, artists, farmers, pastry-cooks, cheese-makers,
hotel managers, teachers, journalists, diplomats, businessmen, ...
Jean-Rene Bory was not a learned historian first and foremost,
writing academic books and articles; he was above all a gifted
communicator and concentrated his efforts on three complementary
modes of conveying history: exhibitions, trips and conferences.
Jean-Rene Bory was a great collector, a man of the museum and
a creator of exhibitions. He knew how to find and obtain objects of
historical value and interest-portraits,arms, uniforms, flags,engravings,
diplomas, letters, books etc.-and he knew how to present them and to
make them talk. Together with the famous Swiss historian Gonzague
de Reynold, he founded the Museum of the Swiss Abroad and ran it,
first at the Chateau de Cop pet starting in 1961, later, from 1978, at the
Chateau de Penthes on the city-borders of Geneva. This latter venue
was put at the disposal of the Foundation by the Republic and Canton of
Geneva. Exhibitions were also staged elsewhere. Many still remembe1
the "Swiss in American Life" -exhibition which, starting in 1976,
travelled widely throughout the United States. He also contributed to
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the "Sister Republics" show at the Library of Congress in Washington
DC in 1991.
However, confining an object to a presentation board or a showcase
was not entirely satisfactory to Jean-Rene Bory. He wanted to go
and see by himself; he loved to travel and in many instances, he was
accompanied by a group of friends, the "Swiss Friends of Versailles,"
who shared his passion of visiting uncounted historical places: palaces,
castles, towns, battlefields. He used not only to play the role of a travel
guide and on-the-spot commentator, but also gave extended conferences
before, during and after these trips and prepared elaborate travel files.
The third way of communicating, thus, was the conference, to
talk to people, sometimes way beyond the scheduled duration. He also
became famous for his historical talks on the Swiss Radio. He knew
how to captivate his audience by adding fascinating details, anecdotes
or flights of oratory, sometimes also his very personal interpretations
of history. This is how many will remember him: an orator who knew
how to kindle the people's interest in history, who would henceforth
share his conviction, that memory is essential if we want to confront
the challenges of the present and the future. But not just the past is
essential, also the look beyond our national frontiers, the transnational
dimension of all historical phenomena, the meeting of people, the
opening up of minds for other places and other cultures-the Swiss
need this as much as any others, if not more .... We all remain grateful
to this charismatic master and shall keep him in respectful memory, this
man who dominated, both physically and intellectually, the many who
gathered around him.
Benedict von Tscharner
President, Foundation for the History of the Swiss Abroad
Chateau de Penthes, Pregny!Geneva, Switzerland
The Museum and Institute of the Swiss Abroad continues to live and to develop.
It also continues to depend on the generosity of its friends for its survival.
Please come and see us, take a look at our web site www.penthes.ch or contact
us at the following address:
Musee des Suisses dans le Monde, 18, chemin de l'Imperatrice,
CH-1292 Pregny-Chambesy, Switzerland
phone +41 22 734 9021, e-mail: musee@penthes.ch
Restaurant and Conference Center Le Cent-Suisses, phone +41 22 734 4865
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FORTY-SIXTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
1. Invitation and Agenda

SWISS-AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Washington D.C.
You are cordially invited to attend the
FORTY-SIXTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
at the
Consulate General of Switzerland
633 Third Avenue, 30th Floor (between 40 th and 415t Street)
New York, NY 10017
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2009
PROGRAM
9:00 a.m.

Arrival and informal gathering, Coffee, Rolls

9:30 a.m.

Business Meeting

Noon

Luncheon

1:30 p.m.

Karl Niederer: "Otto Niederer and the Egomatic:
An Appenzeller's Long Journey to the American
Dream"

2:20 p.m.

Break , Coffee

2:30 p.m.

Ms. Susann Bosshard-Kalin:
"Encounters with Swiss American Women over 60"

3:20 p.m .

Ms. Janick Marina Schaufelbuehl
"US - Swiss Relations during the Cold War"

4:00-4:30 p.m. Departure
Following the afternoon meeting, Ambassador Christoph Bubb will host a reception
from 5-7 p.m. at his residence at 640 Park Avenue, I 2 th floor, (at 66 th Street), easily
reachable from the Consulate either by taxi or public transportation.
SAHS 2009 Annual Meeting and Luncheon Registration Fee: $25
Please register the latest by Sept. 30 with Ernest Thurston, 65 Town Mountain Rd.
Asheville , NC 288804. or eswisst@gmail.com. The Consulate needs a list of all
participants ahead of the meeting .
IMPORTANT: To be admitted to the building at 633 Third Ave. a Photo ID is required .
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